
 

 

	File:		JLCB	‐	IMMUNIZATION	OF	STUDENTS	

To attend Framingham Public Schools, all students in grades Pre-K-12 must be fully immunized 
against vaccine preventable diseases in accordance with MA DPH regulations and requirements. 
Official documentation of required immunizations, from a licensed physician/ nurse practitioner, 
must be provided to the school nurse before a child of any age can begin attendance to school. 

There are two situations in which children who are not appropriately immunized may be 
admitted to school: 

1) a medical exemption is permitted if a physician submits documentation attesting that 
immunization is medically contraindicated; and 

2) a religious exemption is allowed if a parent/guardian submits a written statement that 
immunizations conflict with their sincere religious beliefs. 

Medical exemptions must be presented at the beginning of each school year. Annual renewal of 
religious exemptions must be presented at the beginning of each school year. 

Massachusetts law does not permit philosophical exemptions, even if signed by a licensed 
physician. Only medical and religious exemptions are acceptable. These exemptions must be 
kept in the student record (105 CMR 220.000 and M.G.L. c.76, ss. 15, 15C and 15D).  

The only exception for exclusion of unimmunized or partially immunized children who do not 
have documentation of a medical or religious exemption is in the case of homeless children and 
children in foster care, whereby they cannot be denied entry to school if they do not have their 
immunization records. 

Exclusion During Disease Outbreaks 

In situations when one or more cases of a vaccine-preventable or any other communicable 
disease are present in a school, all susceptibles, including those with medical or religious 
exemptions, are subject to exclusion as described in the Reportable Diseases and Isolation and 
Quarantine Requirements (105 CMR 300.000). 

LEGAL REF.:  M.G.L. 76:15; Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); 
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/immunization/guidelines-vaccine-exclusions-
school.pdf 
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